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actual use the military machine which has been created to
preserve the peace. Baron Szilassy, a liberal-minded Hun-
garian magnate, who went as Austrian Minister to Athens
in December, 1913, writes: "Two days before my departure,
Archduke Franz Ferdinand invited me to visit him and dis-
cussed with me the whole international situation. He ap-
peared to be even as pacifistic as his imperial uncle, and
desired an entente with Russia. He regarded the realiza-
tion of South Slav aspirations within the framework of
the Monarchy as altogether possible later, and criticized
severely Tisza's policy, which was making better relations
with Serbia and Rumania impossible." 21 If he had been
alive in July, 1914, it is quite possible that Franz Ferdinand
would have used his influence and authority to check Con-
rad and Berchtold in the mad policy which led to the World
War.
FRANZ FERDINAND AND THE NAVY
There was another subject on which Franz Ferdinand
and Conrad did not see eye to eye. This was the Austrian
navy. At the close of the nineteenth century the Austrian
navy was almost negligible. It was Franz Ferdinand who,
by his great energy and interest, virtually -created the new
navy, hoping it would be a counterweight to that of Italy in
the Adriatic and Mediterranean. Before his day the view
had prevailed that Austrian interests were purely conti-
nental; that any conflict with a foreign power would ulti-
mately be decided by land armies; that the army therefore
was the branch on which money should be spent, not the
navy; a navy was merely a luxury. The Dual Monarchy,
it had been thought, did not possess sufficient resources to
maintain a proper army and at the same time to create a
navy which could ever face that of Italy, to say nothing of
opposing the great naval forces of France and England in
21 Baron J. von Szilassy, Der Untergang der Donau-Monarchie (Berlin,.
1921), p. 259. Cf. Czernin, In the World War, p. 43.